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Photos 
Top Left: Celebrating Children's Creativity 2006 
   Drumming workshops at the Workhouse Festival 2006 
Right:    Tan Tanat 2006 
   Lake Vyrnwy Sculpture Symposium 2005 
Centre:   Tony Skeggs recording Vendetta 2006 
   Celebrating Children's Creativity 2006 
   Welsh Nursery Rhymes Project 2006 
   Celebrating Children’s Creativity 2006 
Bottom:  Arts Extravaganza 2006 
  Syrcas-Circus Performance 2006 
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Expansion and development have been key issues during this year at Arts 
Connection. Rewards have come to us for our consolidation of structure, 
policy and procedures and our work on sustainability. 

 

Siân Walters has joined us as Project Officer and has already made a sig-
nificant contribution to the team of Karen and Nerys. Through their work 
and the support of the Board, Arts Connection has developed a reputation 
for integrity and quality. As a consequence we are looking to broaden our 
funding base to uphold existing work and create opportunities for the future. 
We are exploring the possibility of becoming a charity with the assistance of 
the consultant Phyllida Shaw, supported by the Arts Council. 
 
The coming year will be a crossroads for the organisation with exciting de-
cisions to make about the future of Arts Connection.  
 
Thank you all, as ever, for the support and assistance from the Board and 
the membership, our partners and associates. In the sustainability, special 
thanks to the Arts Council and Phyllida Shaw for financial support and guid-
ance. 
 
I hope the coming year will be the best ever. 
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As well as another successful year for our core project programme, extra 
funding from the Welsh European Funding Office, via the Arts Council of 
Wales, has allowed us to organise more large and small - scale projects. 
Our collaboration with Syrcas - Circus in Spring and most recently our work 
with 8 local schools to produce a Welsh language CD of songs for young 
children are notable examples of additional projects this year. We have 
worked in partnership with both existing and new organisations and taken 
on more managed project activity. New artists have joined and worked for 
Arts Connection and we have funded training for individuals and groups of 
artists. 
 
One of the best things for me about working in the Arts Connection office is 
seeing the interaction of the distinct groups involved. The success of all of 
the above depends entirely on that interaction and so thanks are due to: 
· our artists who continue to produce fantastic and innovative work as 

well as always having fresh perspectives on new developments  
· our Board Members for the range of skills and experience they offer 

us, their time and unfailing interest in the good of the company  
· Nerys and Siân who work with me and offer a vast array of skills in cru-

cial areas and the confidence and input of our partners, funders and 
friends. 

 
This year our office underwent some re-organisation which included new 
computers and our old storeroom is now a film editing facility with Apple 
Mac computer, Final cut Pro software and Canon XM2 video camera. I 
would like to thank members Ruth Carter and Tony Wainwright for the con-
siderable time they put in on research for the editing suite and the time 
spent with Siân getting it up and running. This facility has already allowed 
us to develop new projects, improve our marketing and offer training and 
use of equipment to our artists. 
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The project has so far this year served 20 schools around North Powys offering more 
than 2,400 participant places. The mediums used to produce work were as diverse as 
ever and produced a broad range of art and craft work. Projects included the Jaipur 
Kawa Brass Band, metal work, building 3-D houses, animation work, landscape paint-
ing, willow making, mosaic work, batik work and much more. Demand for the project 
was high and well received. Here are some comments made by schools and artists: 
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The project this year has also created a 38 track CD of Welsh Nursery Rhymes called 
‘Jac y Do’ sung by pupils from 9 different schools in the local area which was managed by 
Arfon Gwilym. 
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The Jaipur Kawa Brass Band are  a group of Rajasthani 
gypsies from Jaipur in Northern India. The 
band features 8 musicians, a fakir and the Gypsy Sa-
pera Kalbelya dancer. The group has been assembled 
by Hameed Khan Kawa. They performed for Llanfyllin 
Primary School and delighted the children. 
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The Powys Youth Music Project enables young people who may not otherwise have ac-
cess to equipment and professional tuition to create and perform music. Many who start 
as beginners on this project go on to form bands or develop instrumental or vocal skills. 
We also offer master classes and recording opportunities for existing bands. This year 
bands who have accessed this project performed at the Workhouse Festival and the 
National Youth Rock and Pop Festival at the NEC in Birmingham. 
 
Workshops took place in New-
town, Llanfyllin, Machynlleth, 
Llanidloes, Welshpool and 
Llanfair Caereinion which were 
facilitated by Tommy Mills, 
Laurance Sharp, Tony Skeggs, 
Tony McCallum and Jock 
Tildesley. 
 
A final day of workshops and 
performances drawing in par-
ticipants from all the participat-
ing centres took place at 
Theatr Llwyn in Llanfyllin. 
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Spring Arts Extravaganza 

Rhoslyn took part in a days print making at St. Mary’s Hall 
in Welshpool in April 2006. They drew pictures and trans-
ferred them onto polystyrene and then chose from a multi-
tude of colours to roll on to the polystyrene and then 
printed them onto paper. The day was very successful and 
enjoyed by all. 

 

Two days of visual arts workshops for Mencap Llanfyllin took place in February, they en-
joyed printmaking and self portraits. 

 

Summer Arts Extravaganza 

A group of 25 adults with learning disabilities from Rhoslyn, Mencap, Leighton, Cae Melyn 
and Vyrnwy Academy took part in this years 
project. They took part in music workshops in-
cluding boom whackers and digital imaging 
with Karin Gomm, dance to contemporary mu-
sic with Helen Young and painting and sculp-
ture making with Ingrid Maugham. The project 
ran for four weeks and culminated in a show-
ing event on the final day to celebrate the 
achievements of the project. Thanks also goes 
to the enablers for their brilliant help, Sally 
Duckers, Alwyn Wesson-Caberwal, Catherine 
Lewis and Hayley Mann. 
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Arts Connection has managed large and small scale pro-
jects for other organisations this year. These include: 
 
· Family learning through arts, drumming, dance, craft, 

creative writing and art taster days for Powys CC. 
 
· Music workshops for Powys Youth Service in 

Machynlleth and Llanfair Caereinion. 
 
· The Guilsfield Dance Project ran in March and June 

where adults and children took part in 6 week sessions 
exploring a range of different dance styles. This is to 
continue into next year. 

 
· A day of environmental arts activity for visiting schools 

took place at Gregynog Festival with artist Hilary Rob-
erts doing a Visual Arts workshop.  

 
· Arts projects for Powys Youth Service in Llanfyllin. 
 
Arts for Youth. The project involved 5 students from Llanfyllin High School, in the young 

people at risk category. The group worked together over a 
period of 6 months and began by familiarising themselves 
with the equipment they would need to create a short film, 
such as camera workshops to  confidently handle the 
camera and feel comfortable in front of the camera. They 
visited the KINO film festival where they were able to listen 
to talks from professionals. The group created their own 
production company called ‘Last Chance Productions’ for 
which they designed a logo for letterheads and post pro-
duction. They conducted interviews with students and 
teachers about their views on a range of school topics 
which culminated in the news documentary ‘Have We Got 
Views For You’.   
 The group showed tremendous skill for not having 
had any prior experience of making or handling film equip-
ment. Throughout the project they gained confidence and 
seized the opportunity to take control of the project. The 
work they did also fed into their Duke of Edinburgh Award. 
The workshops were led Ruth Carter and Tony Wainwright 
with the assistance of Llanfyllin youth worker Dux.  
 

The project was funded by The Big Lottery and Powys County Council Chance fund 
through Arts Connection. 
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Syrcas Circus  came to Llanfyllin to produce a commu-
nity  project to raise awareness about environmental 
issues through circus skills and performing arts. The 
project was part funded by Arts Connection and Envi-
ronmental Wales and had support from Powys County 
Council. 
 
The project ran from February to April with fortnightly 
weekend workshops that included circus skills, move-
ment, music, devising and performance. The project 
was open to all ages and all abilities and involved at 
least 20 people at  each workshop which were led by a 
team of 3 professionals. During these workshops par-
ticipants learnt moves on the trapeze, stilts, diablo, and 
acrobatics and much more. The workshops culminated 
in 5 days of workshops and a performance in the first 
week of the Easter Holidays. They also went litter pick-
ing around the site where the Big Top Tent was erected 
so they could use the rubbish they collected in the per-
formance they also did a parade through Llanfyllin prior to the performance to give a 
brief peek of their skills. The final performance was well received with a full audience in 
attendance that overflowed outside the tent.  
 

All those involved in the project felt they had 
gained a lot from taking part in the workshops, 
which was reflected in our core participants 
who showed up to  every workshop, even 
when confronted with a foot of snow! The pro-
ject gave those involved the chance to have 
fun, to build their confidence, it gave them new 
skills, created a sociable environment and 
brought different members of the community 
together to create work.  
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A number of partnership projects took place with Powys CC Lifelong Learning and De-
velopment including Life Drawing and Portrait Photography. 
 
Arts Connection organised a continuation of our Oldford Community Singing project for 
the Oldford Estate in Welshpool (Communities First area) The resultant CD will be sold 
to raise money for the special care baby unit at the Royal Shrewsbury Hospital.  
 
We also contributed to the Workhouse Festival  by providing, singing  and drumming 
workshops in the family area. 
 
Four days of workshops for primary and high school pupils with Sally Duckers ran along 
side the Sculpture Symposium at Lake Vyrnwy.   
 
Llanwddyn Light and Colour Mural 
The Light and Colour themed mural was created in 
Llanwddyn in the Spring and involved the school and the 
local community. It was managed by Arts Connection and 
funded by Severn Trent Water. Sally Duckers led the work-
shops and devised the piece. 
 
The Llanwddyn Youth Club made the square frames to 
stretch silk over and create into light boxes. Workshops in 
silk painting were run with three year olds in Cylch Meithrin, 
Llanwddyn primary school infants and juniors and adults 
who attended two evening taster sessions. The youth club 
worked on creating three backlit artworks, using mottos as 
their starting point, and working with transparent papers, 
cellophane and laminates. All in all nine individual frames 
make up the mural, which comes together as one piece 
when the light boxes are switched on. 
 
The mural is on permanent display in the foyer of Llanwddyn Community Centre. 

Drum Workshops—Workhouse Festival Lake Vyrnwy Workshops Oldford Project CD Cover 
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A number of workshops and events took place in partnership with Powys CC Lifelong 
Learning and Development. These included: 
 
· Welsh Creative writing with Cyril Jones 
· Photography with Tryfan Jones 
· Talks were given by Christine Mills and Penri Roberts 
· We also worked in partnership with Cymdeithas Adloniant Penybontfawr to provide 

the well known Welsh band ‘Frisbee’ for young people. 
 
 
Exhibitions   
Work created from a project with Gungrog School and with the theme of ‘movement’ was 
exhibited in Welshpool Library in May 2006.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Llanfyllin High School pupils staged two exhibitions of year 8 work on the top floor of the 
Youth & Community Centre.  
 
Films created with Machynlleth Primary School were shown at the ‘Pink Snowball 
Awards’. Participating children arrived in stretch limousines and received the red carpet 
treatment at the Tabernacle in Machynlleth. Their efforts were highly acclaimed.  
 
Much of the work created in schools  for our Celebration of Children’s Creativity project 
has been exhibited in each school for parents and governors. 
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Training 

Arts Connection staff have received training in fundraising, marketing and digital photog-
raphy. There were 12 artist members in attendance for a Basic Skills Awareness day and 
10 for a training day organised with Powys Arts Forum. Individual members received 
training awards for courses as diverse as arts in education, puppetry and Theatre Forum.  
Here is a report from one of our members: 
In January I was gratefully awarded training funds from Arts Connection to attend an in-
tensive week course on the bubbling cauldron that is the theory and practice of Theatre 
Forum. As someone who has found themselves co-running a Puppet Theatre Company 
based in the wilds of Wales, I was very keen to remain involved in the discussion of con-
temporary theatre practice. Especially with those who are invigorating the discussion and 
extending and developing their practice. 
 
Theatre Forum by its very nature is adding some spice and bringing a chunk or two of 
critical analysis to the pot. Augusto Boal (its founder), has for some time been vigorously 
stirring the stagnant stew of traditional theatre to see what may be lurking there. He 
found that theatre could be a wonderful tool to open up and enliven debate and dialogue 
among everyone, yet so much theatre practice is bland, spoon-fed, monologue theatre in 
favour of a flavour that is much more interactive, where everyone gets a chance to add to 
the stew and to stir it up. 
 
In his recipe the craft of the actor enables an audience to connect and get involved rather 
than act as a hierarchical barrier to participation. A play would run to the point of crisis, 
where the protagonist despite a valiant attempt not to, would, in the end, crumple under 
pressure. Here the Joker steps in, (I guess the Joker is like the head chef. S/he is the 
one who interacts with the audience, who cajoles and encourages participation, who 
pushes people to look beyond the obvious) offering any audience member the opportu-
nity to step into the play, at some point before the collapse and “do it better”. Once a few 
folk have bitten the bullet, the audience generally get a taste for this interaction business 
and the stew is getting stockier by the second. The chunks of acting sit in the water of 
discussion and mix with the flavours that the participants have bought to create the over-
all taste. 
 
The audience is encouraged to see the complex nature of any situation as an opportunity 
to act in a variety of ways rather than a baffling confusion. The idea of the play is not to 
give concrete answers but to raise the relevant questions that get people found and let 
them find their own answers.  
 
The course I was on was led by Adrian Jackson at Cardboard Citizens – a top class fo-
rum theatre company for homeless people. During the week we put in to practice and 
discussed forum theatre and a lot of the techniques that support it. We participated in a 
lot of games and activities that had many and various functions. Most importantly we 
were involved in one of Cardboard Citizens own piece of theatre.�
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Adrian Jackson (the founder of Cardboard Citizens), who has had years of experience, 
on the front line, with the technique, continually acted as our Joker. Pushing us beyond 
the obvious, encouraging full participation, not settling for passive experience but going 
for the complete taste sensation. I feel that this intensive week has given me a rich new 
way to cook. I think its spices will mix well and complement my existing ingredients of 
puppetry and play. With wonderment and appreciation I can almost taste the culinary 
delights to come. 
 
Joe Munton 
Vagabondi Puppets 
 

Bulletins 

9 bulletins have gone out to members in this last year. They have kept members up-to-
date on training and funding news, included job opportunities and submissions for both 
Arts Connection and general arts activity as well as keeping members informed of local 
events and exhibitions. A number of members have secured work or training places as 
a result of receiving information from us. As many subscriptions as possible are sent by 
e-mail. 

 
Website 
The updating of the website has taken place and will be 
brought up to date again in October. More members have 
submitted details for the artist pages and we are currently in 
the process of making the site more interactive for both mem-
bers and also participants in our projects. 
 
Office 
This year we received a Capital Grant from the Arts council of 
Wales which paid for much needed new computers for our 
office. We also purchased an Apple Mac computer, Final Cut 
Pro editing software and a Canon XM2 video camera. Mem-
bers can use the facility further to training and several film 
projects have been completed already. 
 
Statistics 
In our completion report for The Arts Council of Wales (05-06 financial year) we quoted 
the following figures: 
          
Number of participant places in workshops 5530      
Number of workshops    448          
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Board Members 

Jeannie Wells   Chair 

Hilary Roberts   Vice-Chair & Hirnant Community and Education 

Ingrid Maugham   Learning Disabilities Representative 

Cordelia Weedon   Artist Representative 

Helen Rees    Llanfyllin Town Council Representative  

Kathy Edmonds (co-opted)  Higher Education Representative 

Sheela Hughes   Powys County Council Lifelong Learning Officer 

Gary Northeast   Artist Representative 

Tony Skeggs    Llanfyllin Community Representative 

 

 

 

Staff 

Karen Ramsay   Arts Director 

Siân Walters    Project Officer 

Nerys Evans    Administrative Assistant 
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Member Artists who have worked on the projects 

Marja Bonada  Sculptor  Celebrating Children’s Creativity 

Ruth Carter   Film Maker  Arts for Youth 

Elinor Davies      Celebrating Children's Creativity 

Sally Duckers  Visual Artist  Celebrating Children's Creativity, Llanwddyn 
       mural, Arts Extravaganza, Sculpture  

       Symposium 

Veronica Gibson  Landscape Artist Celebrating Children's Creativity 

Karin Gomm   Musician/ Enabler Arts Extravaganza 

Laura Hughes     Celebrating Children’s Creativity 

Stan Jankowski  Sculptor  Celebrating Children’s Creativity 

Caroline Lowe  Sculptor  Celebrating Children’s Creativity 

Ingrid Maugham  Visual Artist  Celebrating Children's Creativity,  Arts  

       Extravaganza 

Tommy Mills   Musician  Powys Youth Music Project 

Gary Northeast   Unpaid advisor Welsh Nursery Rhymes Project 

Hilary Roberts  Visual Artist  Celebrating Children's Creativity 

Tony Skeggs   Musician  Powys Youth Music Project, Oldford 

Laurance Sharp            Musician  Powys Youth Music Project 

Tony Wainwright  Film Maker  Arts for Youth 

Helen Young   Dance   Arts Extravaganza, Guilsfield Dance Project 

Vagabondi Puppets  Performers  Celebrating Children’s Creativity 

Enablers and Non-Member Artists from Partnership Pr ojects 

Dux    Youth Service Arts for Youth�

Janet Evans   Dance   Guilsfield Dance Project 

Arfon Gwilym                     Musician                   Welsh Nursery Rhymes Project    

Cassandra Hatjiandoniou Dance   Guilsfield Dance Project 

Catherine Lewis  Enabler  Arts Extravaganza 

Hayley Mann   Enabler  Arts Extravaganza 

Toby McCallum  Musician  Powys Youth Music Project 

Pat Smith   Dance   Guilsfield Dance Project 

Jock Tildesley  Musician  Powys Youth Music Project 

Alwyn Wesson-Caberwal Enabler  Arts Extravaganza 
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The Arts Council of Wales 
 
 

Powys County Council 
 
 

Severn Trent Water 
 
 

The Big Lottery Fund 
 
 

The Workhouse Festival 
 
 

TRAC 
 
 

Mencap 
 
 

Clwyd Alyn Housing Association 
 
 

Syrcas-Circus 
 
 

Llanfyllin Community Forum (Quick Win) 
 
 

Carad 
 
 

Celf o Gwmpas 
 
 

Access All Areas 
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Photos in this report were provided by: 

Arts Connection 

Ingrid Maugham 

Hilary Roberts 

Catherine Morris 

Stan Jankowski 

Arfon Gwilym 
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